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(54) IMAGE PROCESSING UNIT AND ITS METHOD

(57)Abstract: xr
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To protect a copyright T
using image processing by providing the function of S [

protecting a copyright of a digital document or image to
an image processing unit and especially properly and
faultlessly providing each of input image data with
information with respect to the copyright.

SOLUTION: Information, with respect to the copyright
included in image data, is retrieved (S5003). When the
information with respect to the copyright cannot be
detected, an inquiry about whether the information with
respect to the copyright corresponding to the image
represented by the image data is in existence is issued
to a database (S5004). The information with respect to
the copyright, in response to the result of the collation
is added to the image data (S5006 to $5010).
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